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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
BROOKLYN TflEATRR,

Washington itreet-'TWIXi' AXK and CROWN, at 8 P.
M.. C10SCS at 1U :4i P. M. Mrs. Koustiy.

WOOD'S MUSE CM.
Broad way, corner Thirtieth street..IJARTNO DICK and
THE LOSV sHIP, at 8 1*. M.; closcs at 10M P. M.

METROPOLITAN THEATRE.
Bo. 583 Broaciway.-VAHIJ-.TY. at a P. M.. cloaeiat 10 JO
Jr. M.

new tork stadt thpatre,
Bowery..difc dakwinianes, at 8 P. M.; cloaea at
10:U P. M.

OLYMPIC THEATRE.
Wo.^O« Broadway. VA KI1ST Y, at 8 P. *1.; clotes at 10:«

BROOKLYN PARK THEATRE.
COLONEL SINN'S VARIETY, at 3 P. M.; closes at 10:4»
P.M.

ROMAN HIPPODROME,
Twanty-stxth street ana Fourth avenue..Aiternoon and
evening, at 3 and 8.

THEATRE COMIQUE,No. 114 Broadway..VARIETY, at Sr. St.; clows *t 10:43
r. m.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE.
Twenty-»lghth street an 1 Bmar'wav..WOMEN OFTBR
DA), at 8 P. M.: closes at 10:.#J 1'. M. Mr. Lewis, Mil*
Davenport, .Mrs Gilbert.

TONY PASTOR S OPERA HOUSE.
No^Dl Brordway..VAK1ETV, ata P. M.; cloaca at 10 48

LYCEUM TIIKA1RE.
fourteenth atreet and Sixth avenue..THE NEW MAG»
DALfc.N, at b P. SJ.; closes at 10:15 P.M. Mita CarlottaLeolercq.

BRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE.*aat Twenty-third atreet near sixth aveone.NEGROKINSTRbLsY, Ac., at S P. M.; close* at 10 P. M. DanBryant.
GERMAN1A THEATRE,Poorteen th arreet-LK PART UU DIABLE.it 8 P.M.:cioaas at li) :43 P. M. Mus Mnvr.

PARK THEATRE,Broadway..French "pera R^utte.(jIROFLB-OIBOFLA,48 P. M. Mile. Coralie Geoffroy.

NIBLO'8,Broadway..A MOTHER'.s PRAYER, at 8 P. X.; cJoaea atIujUP.M. Edwlu f. Thorne. '

BOOTH'S THEATRE,
SSTfr of Twenty-ihirJ street and Sixth araniia..HENRY V., at 8 r. M.; cio*s at 11 P. M.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS,
K>adwait. corner of iwentv.ninth street.NEOBONbIRELSY, at 8 P. ; closesat 10 P. M.

ROBIN«ON HALL.Mxteanth rtreet.BfciiONK DI LL CARE, at 8 P. m.:aloaea at 10:« P. M. Mr. Macc&bc.

ACADFMY OF DKSIGN,
Wliaer of Twentv.third street and .' 'ourth avenoa..EXHIBITIONOK IVATr.B COLOR PAINTINGS. Opentrom 9 A. M. to 5 P. M.. and irom C P. M. to 10 P. M.

GLOBE THEATRE.
roadw«y..TABIKTV. at 8 I'. M.; closM at 10 -JO t. JL

WALLACE'- THEATRE,
BrMdWiT.-TIlK hH* L'<;HEAU.V, at 8 P. M.; closes at
10:10 V. M. Mr. Bonciraalt
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From our rrports this morning the probabilities
mrr that the weather to-day mil }je warmer and
dowdy, irith possibly ram or svove.

Wall Street Yesterday..Gold was firm
at lli^. foreign txch:inge steady, stocks depressedand money easy at List rates.

Thixx op the Poor..This is the time for
charitable deeds.

Foe the First Ttme in forty years the
Hudson, opposite Now York, was bridged
over with ice. Is it possdble that there can

be two opinions as to the necessity of rapid
transit?

The Weather yesterday was more relenti»g;but the narrative of the dangers and
hardships of crossing the terries reads like a

chapter from the adventure of Dr. Hayes and
Dr. Kane in the Arctic regions.

Every Citizen should te-el that he owes a

kind thought and a still kinder deed to the
suffering poor, upon whom this severe weather
UUln liJkr a nuiu ur .fcu.

The Hobbors of the middle passage of
which we read in the okl narratives of sea

adventure are surpassc i by the stories we

print of the horrors of a journey to Hoboken
and Brooklyn.

Mb. Hewet bzE'jH calls our attention to a

case of extreme wretchedness in Clinton
street. It is hard to feel that such misery
exists in a Chnstian land. Mr. Bergh has
investigated this case and commends it as one

worthy of practical benevoleuee. His appeal
is worthy of attention, and will, we trust, not
be heard in rain.

Mr. Tilton spent yesterday on tho "ragged
edge' of Mr. Evart8* cross-examination.
There were no material facts developed, only

little more light upon the peculiar ways of
Brooklyn Tlymouth church civilization.
These strange people seemed to be always kissing,quarrelling and carrying scandals. When
will the sad, dreary, shameful business come

to an end ?

JtnxiE Doxohue yesterday, in denying a

motion tor al mony to a wife on the ground of
cruel and inhuman treatment by a husband,
made some judicions remarks upon the tendencyof married people to carry their family
jars into court. The Judge reminded such
en.tors that their feelings and comfort are

arcondary to tho good of the children, and
the future welfare of those who have a right
to look to parents for f x;»niple and instruction,
and who 111 the absence of that "must fail to
becon.e us ful members of society." If our

quarrelsome married people would only think
of the children what misery and scandal and
trouble would be iavmI I

I

NEW YOR]
Aaothu R*uob Why President Or»nt f

Ought to Resign. '

The resignation of a public officer it al- c

ways presumed to be a voluntary act, and the
reasons for such a step are founded on his e

private convenience or inclination or adiress
themselves to bis sense of public duty. We
appeal to the latter class of motives. We pre- ?
fer to present considerations which ought to ^have weight with a consc entions functionary ^who subordinates individual emolument to

^the public welfare. It is on this high ground
that we again ask the attention of His Excel- '

lency to the benofits which would accrue to j-jthe country by his voluntary retirement to

private life. Snoh a line of argument as-
°

sumes that His Excellency does not belong to
the vulgar tribe of office-loving politicians and ^traders in public trusts. It assumes that
he is a patriot, a man of a high sense

a

of political honor, a citizen who cherishcs
a grateful sense of the distinguished marks
of esteem which have been bestowed on him
by the country, and especially by the repub- ^lican party. He owes it to the great but de-

^caying party which has so highly honored
find RA afor*r»V»1 V onnnnrfoil Vnm tint fO stand ill
the way of its success, when his retirement w

would bring Vice President Wilson to the head
of the government and harmonize the party. ^If he admits that he is under any obligation
to the country he should stand aside for a re-

^
publican successor whose wise and conciliatory ^policy would give effect to that patriotic desire

^for "peace" expressed by General Grant in
his letter accepting his first nomination. In- *e

stead of "peace" his administration has a

brought increasing elements of disturbance,
The condition of the South, politically, °

economically and socially, compares un-
c

favorably with its condition at the
date of his first inauguration. He 01

has brought the business of the countryto stagnation, the national Treasury 1D

to the verge of bankruptcy, and has reduced 80

his party from a victorious and seemingly tr

invincible majority to a humiliating minority
in most of the States that have recently held
elections. The industries of the country, the
tranquillity of the South, the condition of the p,
treasury and the prospects of the republican al
party are so different from what was expected n(
from President Grant that even he must per- p,
ceive that his administration is a political Bi
failure; and by the sound rule of judging a Gf
tree by its fruits he ought to see that his q]
policy has been a stupendous mistake.

All this was apparent when the Herild be- ar

gan to urge upon him the duty of resigning, jn
His Excellency eTery day adds new reasons in th
support of our suggestion. The public might
almost suppose he had a secret understanding th
with us for securing a unanimous in- W1
dorsement of our recommendation and nc
making it universally popular. After his or
military interference with the Louisiana Lsgis- jr.
lature, for which he partially apologized in a wj
Message to Congress, he forthwith sent troops th
to Yicksburg to decide a question which be- m,

longed to the State courts, and now, in equal gc
defiance of law, he has proclaimed Brooks
Governor of Arkansas and signified his inten- m:
tion to install him in office by military force, p},
unless congress positively lorDias mm. ine jn
effect of his astonishing Arkansas Message gj]
on public opinion may be seen in the copious fn
extracts which we give to-day from the press sn
of both political parties. The Troy Times,
one of the most loyal of republican organs, nr

says, "the President has erred." The Spring- co
field Republican says, "no wonder that such '

0f
astute politicians as Henry Wilson are wring- V (

ing their hands." The Utica Herald, the pa
leading republican organ of Central New jn
York, edited by a distinguished republican an
member of Congress, says, "we can- lit
not conceal our surprise that the w
President should have felt called de
upon to issue this Message." The republican tic
Boston Transnript thinks "it is entirely inad- su
misKible to reonen th"? Arkinsns trnnhlnK
The Philadelphia Telegraph, ulso republican, jn
says, "it is most devoutly to be hoped that
Congress will tarn a deaf ear to this Message; BO
that it will not so obstinately persist in driv- m

ing the republican party to ruin as to yield a (le
moment's consideration to its peremptory in- be
structions." Nobody believes that such lan- xn

guage, or anything resembling it, would ever pC
be usel by republican journals toward Mr. "W
Wilson il he were President. No republican 8ii
believes that Mr. Wilson could make mistakes oy

calling for such strong expressions ot censure to
and alarm by journals that advocated his tr
election. Ail these extracts are, therefore, a ai

virtual, thoogh not a formal indorsement, of be
the Heeald's advice to His Exccliency to give ro

place to a republican successor who enjoys sv
the confidence of the party. The republican ot

journali do not desire the continuance in a
office of a Presidentwhose conduct and policy cc

they are ashamed to advoc.ite and cannot de- j>]
fend. ci

The strange Arkansas Message, unaccount- ki
able even from Grant, must intensify the el
republican regret that Mr. Wilson is not at A
the head of the government. His Excellency v<

seems to have lost his memory, besides abdi- cj

eating all the claims he ever had to common pi
sense. It is inconceivable that any man who o1

had not hopelessly lost his wits, it is aston- tl

ishing that any man outside the walls of an T

asylum for lunatics, could have sent to Congressa Message which so condemns and r pu- ^
Hiiitpfi his own recent nolicv rcsnectinc afi'«irs
in Arkansas. In 1872 Brooks ran on the a]
Greeley ticket and Baxter on the Grant ticket.
The Grant party in that State counted Brooks
out and Baxter in, with the President's im- a

plied sanction. Brooks Ins since changed
front and become a supporter of Grant, and, '

lor no other reason known to the public, His l'

Excellency has also changed Ironf, and M

maintains at this late day that Brooks was H

elected. Why did lie not make this a<

discovery more tliau two yearn ago, when the u

returns of that election were as accessible as

they are at present? It i{ scandalous for c'

th- President to change his opinion on such a P'
point for no other discernible reason than that
the Greeley c«ndi late, who was counted our,
has turned his political coat and l»econ;o a j
supporter of Grant. Did this wh fHuif; office- tl
seeker's desertion of his supporters change tc
the number of rotes east for him in 1872 'i y<
Thero is a still stronger reason if a stronger
be possible, why the Pre id-nt shoald not w

hare made this lato recognition of Brooks. $;
NolongeragothanJa.it May General (irant p
issued a proclamation, in which he asserted ti
the title of Baxter and denied tbat of Brooks v

to the Governorship. The argument put h
forth is that nrocl amotion was sound and e

Z HERALD, THURSDAY,
iatisfied the coantrr. That argument was

bunded on a provision of the Arkansas
:onsti(ation which makes the General
Assembly of the State the final judge of the
ilection of State officers, and on the fact that
his tribunal of last resort in such cases had
leckred that Baxter was legally elected. Such
decision foreclosed controversy on that sub-

ect, and the President was so advised by his ,
Lttorney General and made the opinion of j
hat officer the basis of his proclamation. In ]
hat document, which all political parties ap- j
iroved at the time, the President used this lan- ,
uage:."Whereas said Elisha Baxter has been t
eclared duly elected bj' the General Assembly j
f said State, as provided in the constitution j
hereof, and has tor a loug period been exer- ^ising the functions of said office, into which j
e was inducted according to the constitution j
nd laws of said State, and ought by its citi- ^
sns to be considered the lawful Ex- ^
:utive thereof." It is amazing that,
fter soch a proclamation, so recent
ad so well remembered, the President ^
lould publicly "turn his back upon j
imself" and declare that Brooks is the r
ghtful Governor. What has wrought this ^
onderful change? How did the President ^
:quire authority to review and reverse the j(
scision of the General Assembly, which the 0
Ate constitution makes the final judge in ^
ich cases? Even if the new Arkansas con- Q
itution is void, as the President contends, q
3 bound h imself, by his May proclamation, j(
support Baxter and repudiate Brooks. The r(
cent Meaaage, compared with the May proc- Q
mation, presents the most remarkable in- y
ance of self-atultification to be found in the t(
ficial records of any government It cannot ^
donbted that the country, irrespective of ^

irty differences, would feel a sense of relief ^
i the resignation of 6uch a President, nor

at the republicans would hail with acclaimgjoy the substitution for a President who ^
wantonly defies public opinion of a true, y
ied and judicious member of their own

irty like Vice President Wilson. ^
The Pavement on Fifth Avenue. b
We congratulate the people that there is a e

rospect that the Legislature will pass the bill ^

ithorizing the paving of Filth avenue. The 81

»cessity for such a work has long been op- G
irent. Fifth avenue is not an ordinary ^

reet, but a public highway, as much a part r<

the Central Park as the Avenue of the ^

[lamps Elysees is a part of the Bois de 0

oulogne. It is the pleasure ground of rich c'

id poor, and the city is as much interested ^

keeping it in good repair as in preserving ^
e Park or the wharves or the Croton Water n

jucduct. But it is most important that e:

ere should be no such blander in this as h
is made in the old Tammany times. We do E
>t want soft, crumbling pavements of wood ^

tar or chemical mixtures or asphalt d
rperience shows that in oar climate, ta
th the extremes of heat and cold, r(

e hard winters and the pitiless sum- n

ers, we cannot make a successful arti- R
ial pavement In Paris, where asphalt and ft
nilar preparations are used, the climate is '

ilder, and the pavement is useful and tl
easant, free from noise and dust But even f(
Paris it needs constant nursing and the vi- v

iant supervision of the authorities to keep it a'

)m crumbling. If we had any instance of a a

ccessfal asphalt or composition pavement ia &
;w York that had stood all seasons we could w

iderstand why it might be used in the re- t
nstruction of Fitlh aveuue. Bat we know n

no sach instance. We do know of miles. e:

5 think we may say hundreds of miles.of h
.vements in New York and other cities, but tl
New York especially, that are a disgrace 1
d a wanton expenditure of money. The tl
tie bit of asphalt pavement around the w

crth monument has been cited as an evi- t£
nee of what can be done with this con^posi- o

)n. But we all know that this is not a it
cces8, and that it has only been kept in tl
asonable order by the most constant watch- vi

g and tender care. a:

We want a road that will last a century. a

mething like the old Koman roads whose re- h
ains, after the lapse of ages, excite the won- ii
;r or' the traveller. Nature has done far n

:tter for us than science in providing T
ateriaL We do not want chcmical ex- c:

jriments, but solid, genuine, lasting roads, n

e do not build for to-day or to-morrow; to o

lit this interest or the other; to Rive a job to a

vners ot ingenious patents, who would like n

test their theories at the expense of the o

easurv. We want the best road that science tl
id energy can build. Wo know of nothinp; it
stter than t'ao old-fashioned macadamized o

iad. Experience shows that this road an- ri

vers better than ethers the severe strain of ft
it modern life. It is not an experiment, bat a

fact Why waste money and lose time fc
impounding tar and mixing gravel and as- c!
aalt and massing blocks of wood, which will tl
amble and decay in a short time, when we n

aow.that the macadamized road has every o

cment of durability, comfort and usefulucss? tl
ny Albany legislation that proposes to de- ii
)te Fifth avenue to another scries of chcmical tl
cperiments will bj an.outrage upon the peo- u

Ic, and a renew.il of that deplorable system si

F corrupt dealing with the public which wo e

lought had gone out forever in the fall of the ti
ammany Ring. tl
Let Oub noble matrons and maidens feel
iat their immediate duty is to look into some tl
f the scenes of misery with which our city
rounds, and nlleviate them.' a

Lkn*t..The tasting season begun yesterday, ii
ncl ARh Wednesday was generally observed in tl
jo Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopal tl
aurchos. The season is one which cannot bo c

>o laithfnlly celebrated; for, says au old ti
riter, "if we purpose to mend our faults it p
not sufficient barely to conless them at nil
lventure, but wo must let our conlesMon lie r
i steeps in tho water of meditation." All 0
ion are better for this annual fast, since it Q
lables them to put some curb upon their aprtit« s and dr-i-lrea apart from the Christian n
iscipline of tho HOB,t]
Thi: Prosperity < v Fb.vbck. Recent tables d
tibhsheJ by the Fr. r;' h government show A
lat the exports and imports of 1871 s'.or untcd v

> over fcl,.j00,000,000, exc ding any former ti
-ar, and showing nn incrca o ov r 1-7I1 of o

VJ,000,000. and over 1868, wh;;n tl>o Empire r

is in Ihe tida of prosperity, fit li'urly a

280,000,000. During the lu st y ar flic x-

f>rt> were more fh:in $2,000,000 in excess of c

ic imports. This shows that there is mar- g
ellous prosperity in Franco, that (he war v

a; Dot diminished tho thrilt, industry and n

nicruris; of that extraordinarv people. t
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Th# Mayor's Power of R«ibot»1>
In accordance with oar custom of introducinglawyers oi high standing to discuss in oar

coluiaos the legal aspccts of sach political
questions as torn upon points of law as well
is on considerations of public expediency,
the Hftut.d priuts this morning a very abl*
sommunication relating to the authority of
the Governor of the State in the removal of
the heads of munioipal departments. Every
awyer who reads it will perceive that it is by
20 ordinary hand, and must concede that its
reasoning and copious citations of pertinent
kuthorities corroborate our statement that it
s from an eminent member of the profession,
[t is a document which deserves the deliberate
jerusal of Governor Tildan, who will find in
t matter whioh it would cost him and his
egal advisers a great deal of research to bring
ogether and arrange, if they should underakethis investigation without our learned
lorrespondent'b assistance.
It is the purpose of the communication to

lefine, with legal accuracy, the extent and
Imitations of the Governor's authority in the
emoval of city officers by the Mayor. It 6hows
>y a careful examination of the provisions of
he charter, and by numerous judicial decis-
ans on analogous subjects, that the function
f the Governor and the function of the
layor in cases of removal are quite distinct
nd essentially different The Mayor and the
rovemor do not, by any means, possess a

Dint and co-ordinate authority in questions of
smovaL According to the charter, relovalsare acta of the Mayor and not acts of
le Governor. The Governor is empowered
) decide whether the reasons stated by the
[ayor to justify a removal are sufficient, but
is no part of his function to inquire into the

icts by which the Mayor's charges against an
fficer are supported. The charter does not
rovide for two successive investigations of
ae facts, one by the Mayor and the other by
le Governor, but only for one investigation
f the facts by the Mayor alone. The charter
oes not give the inculpated officer a right to
e heard in his defence before the Govrnor,but only before the Mayor. The
layor is not required to make a transriptof the evidence and forward it to the
rovemor, but only to forward to him a writmstatement of his reasons. Whether those
sasons are sapportea oy proots it belongs to
le Mayor alone to decide, and the only duty
f the Governor is to judge whether the
barges are a valid cause of removal. For
le sake of illustration, let us suppose that
10 charge against the head of a departlentis a wilful violation of law. The Mayor
camines witnesses, takes other evidence and
nds that the charge is sustained by the facts,
[e thereupon communicates the charges to
le Governor, whoso sole duty is to
ecide whether those charges, which he must
ike to be true, are an adequate reason for
imoving the officer. The charter gives him
0 authority to institute a new investigation,
ive the defendant a new hearing, go over the
icts a second time and take testimony, as he
'ould be bound to do if he were clothed with
le power of removal. The charter provides
>r but one investigation, and that is an instigationby the Mayor. It entitles the
scuscd officer to but one hearing, and that is
hearing before the Mayor. It makes the

[ayor the sole judge of the evidence by
hich the charges are supported, requiring
im to communicate merely the chargcs, but
ot the evidence, to the Governor. The Govrnormust act on the Mayor's reasons, and
e bas no legal authority to review
le evidence in support of them,
'his is made bo clear by our correspondent
iat we suppose no lawyer who reads and
eighs his cogent communication can enterudany doubt on the subject. And the law
n this point conforms to common sense. It
1 lit that the investigation be conducted on

jo spot, where oral testimony can be taken
ithout putting witnesses to inconvenience,
ad by an officer whose knowledge of persons
ud acquaintance with city affaire quality
im to judge of its credibility and its bcarlg.It would be absurd to call the same witessesto Albany to repeat their testimony,
"he Governor will, nine times out of ten, be a

itizen of some other part of the State, and
lust be very inferior to the Mayor as a judge
f facts connected with the city government
nd of the credibility of local witnesses. Ho
lay be an equally good judge of the gravity
f the charges,but not of the evidence by which
icir truth is established. But be this as

may, it is certain that there is no provision
f law which either permits the Governor to
2-examine the lacts or requires the Mayor to
jrward to him anythiug but the charges,
part from their evidence. The only point
>r the Governor to decide is whether the
liarges, supposing them to bo true, Justify
ie removal. The charter roquires the Mayor
ot only to communicate a written statement
f his reasons to the Governor, but also, on

le demand of the removed officer, to "make
l wriiing a public statement of his reasons

lerefor." Precisely the same language is
sed iu both requirements ; but nobody can

appose that it binds the Mayor to lay the
videnco beloro the public, and if not before
ae public, then, by strict logic, not before
ae Governor. "VVo refer our readers to tho
itter in other columns for a full statement of
tic argument
We Regret that the compromise in Louisinabetween the conservatives and the existigState government seems to have fallen

Urou«h. This is a painful fact We hoped
bat there might be wisdom and patriotism
nough to end these unfortunate complica:ons;but it is evidently difficult to suit all
arties.
The Transit of Venus..We devote coniderablespace tlm morning to a record

f the observations made by onr astronruersof the transit of Venus. Too
inch praise cannot be given to those who
mna^ed our American expedition ior the
joroiigh and honest m inuer in which they
id their work. Wo are proud to think that
tn< ric;i has gained a leading position in this
idtti r, and that in conception and organiza-
ion our system was so much better than that
f any European n.ition. As our narrative
how.-., while the Europeans followed obsolete
nd imperfect methods of inquiry, America
>ok a now path and achieved a splendid sue-

ess. Ttiis wo believe to be largely due to the
enius and energy of Professor Henry Draper,
rho has studied astronomical photography for
aany years, having constructed the largest
closcope in th« country. Our report will b«

PLE SHEET.
found to be i valuable contribution to
tronomj.

The Speech of John Bright.
The eloquent speech of Mr. Bright, deliveredat Birmingham on the 25th of Januaryand elsewhere printed, possesses more

than usual significance in the present crisis of
English affairs. We are rejoiced to see this
illustrious and venerated statesmen, whose
name is honored all over the world, so well
restored to health that he can take an active
part in public affairs. Mr. Bright devotes his
address to the relations of the Church of Englandto the Crown. He shows the misfortune
of such an alliance and its injury to the cause
of true religion. He says that the Church
holds the position now it did under Elizabeth,
and that it is necessarily, from the march of
civilization, a false position. A reform in this
he regards as the next problem to be solved by
the liberal part;.a problem more important
to the prosperity of the Empire than free
trade or an extension of the franchise.

Mr. Bright marks ont a line of new departurefor the liberals. He sees that the
time is coming when England.to use the
words of Mr. Disraeli.mast consider "burningquestions." These questions have long
been threatened. Lord Palmerstoo, by his
marvellous tact, Lord Derby, Mr. Gladstone,
Mr. Disraeli have postponed their consideration,ignored them and held their parties togetherby personal power or political genius.
But this putting off from to-day until tomorrowcannot pass forever, even in polities.
The day must come. Mr. Gladstone is
gone. Disraeli.a much older man
and not in the beat of health.must
soon go. The tory party will pass into
the hands either of Lord Derby or Lord
Salisbury. The new issues that will arise will
affect the franchise, the aristocracy, the
Church and the Crown. Mr. Bright, the most
eloquent man in the liberal party, now demandsthe disestablishment of the English
Church. This is certainly a "burning issue."
Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet has had the effect
of nitro-glycerine upon the old conservative
politics of England. The country is more excitedover the allegiance to the Papacy than
it has been at any time since the reign of
Queen Elizabeth. The speech of Mr. Bright
is pregnant with meaning, and marks, we

think, a new departure in English politics and
the advent of a new political generation, big
with momentous issues and events.

Rsnld Transit.
Naturo seems to have taken up the question

of rapid transit There could be no more

eloquent arguments in favor of rapid communicationbetween New York and its suburbs
tnan tne scenes of toe last few days. We
have had some very cold days.what we have
had in. the past and may again have in the
future. The direct effect is to practically
close all communication between New York
and the cities lying on the banks of the Hudsonand the East River. Yesterday, for instance,travel was practically interrupted betweenNew York and Brooklyn. It would be
hard to picture the amount of discomfort,
embarrassment, business trouble and personal
misery that ensued. Brooklyn is a part of
New York. There is scarcely one of its
citizens not directly connected with us in the
way of business and active employment.
Yet, by the mere falling of the thermometer
a few degrees below the average
winter temperature, the people of
Brooklyn are suddenly removed from all communicationwith their places of business.
Those who crossed the river did so under circumstancesof personal suffering and discomfortof a most disagreeable character.long
waiting in the bleak ferry houses, the dismal
journey through the tumbling ice, overcrowding,cold and every possible disadvantage.
There can be but two solutions. One is a systemof rapid transit that will enable New
York to retain its citizens within its limits and
permit them to dwell within certain and rapid
communication, unmolested by ice, snow,
cold or floods. The other is the completion
of the bridge, only another phase of rapid
vransiu

A <tne«tlon of Hlitorx*
Far be it from us to interfere with the historical,literary, philosophical and metaphysicaldiscussions between Mr. Evarts and Mr.

Tilton. One point might as well be made
clear. In the cross-examination of Mr. Til-
ton on Tuesday Mr. Evarts drew out the
fact that the plaintiff had walked in a procession"to do honor to the Commune,"
especially the memory of Rossel, who, accordingto Mr. Evarts, "was put to death by
judgment for having executsd the Chief Justiceof France and the Archbishop of Paris."
Mr. Tilton responded that the procession was

"in honor of the revered memory of Rossel,
whom the French government put to death,
and whose name ought to live to be the
synouyme of liberty." Furthermore, Mr.
Tilton informed Mr. Evarts that Rossel was

"a sublime man," and that "the memory of
young Rossel is sweet and clean," and that he
honored him "before all mankind."
The truth is that Rossel took no part in the

execution of the hostages, nor was he put to
death for that act. He left the Commune
some time before its fall and the massacre.

He was executed iot having, as an officer of
the French army, thrown up his commission
and taken up arms against the government.
Hib offence and iU punishment were purely
military. But for this M. Thiers would have
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army. Nor do we think that Mr. Tilton
exactly appreciates Rossel's character when
he speaks of him as "a synonyme of
lihorty," and "a sublime man." Rossel, in
his defence, took pains to separate himself
from the theories and rhapsodies of
the Commune, and from those sincere,
fanatical idealists who believed in Com-
munism as a principle, such, for instance, as

Delescluze. He avowed that his only
purpose in joining the Commune was

to arouse a sentiment of antagonism
to the German army then investing Paris,
He believed there had been a premature surrenderto Prussia ; that Franco had not prop- I
erly used her resources in resisting the enemy,
Mid that the Commune movement could be
used to revive the warlike spirit of France
and to renew the war. Mr. Evarts does the
memory of Rossel injustice when he identifies
him either with the extreme theorists of the
Commune or with tho despairing, maddened
fanatics who set fire to the palaces and shot
tho Archbishop. Mr. Tilton also does the

true leaders of the Commune injustice when
he places Boasel among their number as "a
sublime man,'' or in any way "a synonyme ol
liberty." He was a gallant, erratic, not very
wise young offloer, who was whirled into the
Commnne, neither leading it nor led by it
His fate exoited general sympathy because oi
bis youth and bis oourage. So far from being * v,
a leader of the Commune he was only an incidentin its extraordinary eareer, deserving
neither the oensure of Evart* nor the praisi
of Tilton.

The Independence of the Senate.
One of our contemporaries makes an ia

teresting narrative in reference to the reoenl
election of a Senator in Wisconsin. Accord
ing to this journal the credit of the defeat o)
Mr. Carpenter must be attributed to the Mil
waukee and St Paul Railroad Company.
There is an interview also with Mr. Russell
Sage, Vice President of this company. Mr.
Sage makes a remarkable statement, which, ii
true, should be immediately investigated. H<
says it is true "that his company had contributedlargely to the defeat of Mr. Carpenter.""The special reason," he explains,
"for the opposition of the Milwaukee and St
Paul Bailroad Company was on acoount d
Mr. Carpenter's position in regard to the railroadagitation in Wisoonsin." The statement
of Mr. Sage is confirmed by Mr. Carpenter, '

"who made a speech in Milwaukee on Tuesday
evening attributing his defeat "largely to the
opposition of the railroads." We have heard,
from time to time, of the influence of railroadsupon legislation and the elective
franchises. There has been some anxiety
in the West as to the character and extent of
this influence This is the first time, so far
as we know, that an officer of a railroad companypublicly boasts that his corporation has
made any such use of its power.

If the eleotion in Wisconsin was the work
of the Milwaukee and St. Paul Bailroad Coin* '

pany, as Mr. Sage, the Vice President, avers,
the matter should be examined by the 8enata.
There can be no clearer proposition than this.
that, where large oorporations, who owe theii
existence to the beneficence of Commonwealthslike Wisconsin, attempt to intarfeza
with legislation, to defeat Senators and mem>
bers for not obeying their will, that we art
no longer under a Iree government. The defeatof Senator Carpenter is a small mattes
compared with the principle which is here involved.We certainly think that the Senate t

owes it to its dignity to summon Mr. Sage to
Washington and ask him in what speaifel
manner his railroad company "contributed
largely to the defeat" of any candidate for *
seat in that body. There can be no higher
question of privilege.
The Centennial..We print a moat interestingletter this morning from Philadelphia

in reference to the Centennial. The work *

goes bravely on, with an amount of earnest
and quiet enthusiasm on the part of oar Philadelphiafriends quite beautiful to sea
The Catholic Total Abstinence Society
propose to build a colossal fountain, with
statues of Archbishop Carroll, Father Mathew,
Commodore Barry and Charles Carroll, ol
Carrollton. Why not General Montgomery ?
The Germans will send a statue of Hnmboldt;
the Jews of Philadelphia will build one com*

memorating religious freedom; the Italians
will send a statue of Columbus, while Miss
Hosmer will contribute her marble work of
Emancipation.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Rev. George H. Clark, ot Hartford, Is staying si
the Finn Avenu» Hotel.
Professor B. Silitman, or Tale College, la stop*

ping at tbe Windsor Hotel.
Mr. Harvey O. Eastman, of Poughkeepale, la

stopping at tbe Albemarle Hotel.
Colonel H. S. McComb, of Credit M>bllier noto

rlety, is registered at tbe St. James Hotel.
Commodore Tneodore P. Greene, United Slatea

Navy, Is quartered at tbe Grand Central Hotel.
Mr. Handy.-lde Tapp is a British official at

Sbangbal, but destiny Intended bim for tbe bar.
Postmaster General Marsaall Jewell and Comp>

troller Nelson K. Hopkins left (bis city last evening
lor Waaiilngion.
Mr. Franklin B. Gowen, President or tlie Philadelphiaand Reading Railroad Company, Is at tbi

Brevoort House.
Mr. Jobn Mitchel Is announced as a candidate

for memoer of Parliament for Tlpperary la tb«
event ol colonel Wmte retiring.
Mr. J. H. Devereax, President of tbe Atlantto

aad Great Western Railway Company, baa taken
up bis residence at tbe Windsor Hotel.
Bishop- vaugiian, of Sallord. England, la tht

guest of tbe Paullst Fathers, West Flfty-nlnti
street. He will sail for England on Satordaj
next.
The Vienna Wehrzeitung, which baa affiliation*

with the Austrian Ministry, hopes that "the awora
of Great Britain will aoon again be laid in the bal«
ance o' Europe."
Mr. Samuel Hooper lies dangerously lit of pneumoniaat bu residence in Washington. His attack

was snaden an I has lusted but three or lour days.
He was not improved last evening.
Sir Samuel Hayes, of England, who has been oa

a hunting excursion in the Far West for several
montbs past, arrived in this city yesterday, from
Colorado, and is at the Gilsey House.
The President of the urltlsh Royal Society baa

received an intimation that Her Majesty's govern*
ment is prepared to grant $5,000 to secure observationsof tae total ec ipse of the sun in April
next.
cnarles Darcours. tbe dramatic critic. estimate*

tbat toe nightly attendance at the forty-two
theatres and places ol amusement In Paris u
about 58,000, provided they are filled to their cfr
pad 17.
Zach Chandler was first elccted Senator seven

teen jears ago, ana on that occasion Ledyard, the
son-in-law ot General Ca«8 and then a member of
the Assembly, voted for Judge Chrlstiancy, who
now displaces the tamous Zacliarlah.
An article printed by the ultramontane organ

GerrnanifL, of Berlin, explanatory or tne motives
which may prompt future attempts upon the life
of Prince Bismarck, has created some sensation in
Germany, and Is violently Assailed by the semiofficialpress.
in the nifh section of the first article or our State

constitution It Is written that "excessive ball
shall not be required;" and yet It Is reported that
Judge Uonohue recently required ball oi $100,00a
In » ca»elu which the sum in dispute was $7,000,
Is this true ? And ir It is true did the Judge con.
elder the constitution or any consequence.
The widow or the late Commander Cushlng yesterdaysent by expresa to Allred Iverson, ol

Georgia, a sword that was presented to that gentlemanby citizens of Coiumbui, Ga., whoa ho wae
a lieutenant of Onitcd States cavalry before the
rebellion, but wnlch had been captured during
that con diet by Commander Cushlug in one of hU
raids.
The proposed Telegraph Conference at St. Petersburgwill probably meet in May or June. The

principal proposal designated lor discussion Is the
suggestion that in luture the tariff shall be iramed
not as at present, according to the number ol
words, but of single letters contained In a mefr
sage, as Continental companies find (ho scope
given to the n»e of co-npound words largely
abated.
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